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be administered by a veterinarian. As first-aid treatment the owner may apply heat to the legs by soaking a blanket or large bath towel in a tub of hot water and, after being wrung out, this may be wrapped about the legs. After the hot-water treatment, the leg should be dried and rubbed with any good liniment. It is also recommended that 2 to 4 ounces of Carlsbad salts be given three times a day. Complete rest and careful feeding of bran mashes or other easily digested feeds will usually affect a cure in a week or ten days. When recovery takes place, the animal should be introduced to light work very slowly and for short periods,
MELANOSIS OR BLACK TUMORS
Black tumors of the skin are common in gray or white horses. The tumors are found in the dark- or black-skinned parts of the horse, namely, about the root of the tail, anus, vulva, sheath, udder, eyelids and lips.
The formation of these black tumors is a cancerous condition due to the deposit of large amounts of black body pigment or melanin in the affected parts. Frequently these tumors are widely distributed among the internal organs as well, and may be the cause of death. When cut with a knife, the tumor is found to be solid black throughout the mass.
Little is known as to the exact cause, but the black color is derived from the natural pigment that colors the hair and other black parts of the body. Since the tumors are found only in gray or white horses, it is suggested that the black pigment-forming cells may run wild, and instead of producing only the amount of pigment necessary to color certain parts of the body, enormous quantities are manufactured and deposited as black tumor-like swellings in various places. The disease is not contagious.
Treatment is useless and seldom attempted. Some owners apply salves and ointments but they do no good. When one or two such tumors disfigure a valuable animal, they may be removed by a surgical operation.